
Saint Andrew’s Church
Stamford’s Anglo-Catholic Parish & 
Shrine of Our Lady,Mother of Hope

The Second Sunday of Advent
4 December, 2011

Sung Mass at 10 o’clock

When the Sacristy Bell is rung, the People stand. 
Introit Populus Sion



Kyrie eleison	 Merbecke’s Communion Service

Salutation & Collect
	 Priest	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And with thy spirit.
	 Priest	 Let us pray.

Merciful God, who didst send thy messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to 

heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee in 
the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

The People are seated.
The Old Testament Lesson	 Isaiah 40. 1-11
	 Lector	 A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 

accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the 
LORD’s hand double for all her sins. The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and 
all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 
The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all 
the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The grass withereth, the 



flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the 
people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our 
God shall stand for ever. O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into 
the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold 
your God! Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm 
shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with 
young.

	 Lector	 The Word of the Lord.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

Gradual Ex Sion

Epistle	 II Peter 3. 8-15a, 18
	 Precentrix	 A Reading from TheSecond Epistle General of Peter.

But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the 
Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord 

is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 



the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, 
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that 
the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; but grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now 
and for ever. Amen.

	 Precentrix	 The Word of the Lord.
	 People	 Thanks be to God.

The People stand
Alleluia Lætátus sum	

The Holy Gospel	 St. Mark 1. 1-8
		  = The Lord be with you.
		  + And with thy spirit.
		  = ✠ The Beginning of the Holy Gospel 
		            according to Mark.
		  + Glory be to thee, O Lord.

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; As it is 
written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 



which shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. John 
did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins. And there went out unto him all the land of Judæa, 
and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, 
confessing their sins. And John was clothed with camel’s hair, and with a 
girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; And 
preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet 
of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have 
baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

	 =	 The Gospel of the Lord.
	 +	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Homily     Father Alton
The People stand to chant the Creed and Prayers.

Nicene Creed	 De Angelis

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 

only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from heaven genuflect and was incarnate 
by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; stand and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and 
the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, 
with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have 
no end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son 
together bow is worshiped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I 
believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for 
the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead,  ✠ and the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, 
“Lord, have mercy.”

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the 
salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and 
for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For Pope Benedict, His All Holiness Bartholomew, Rowan, Archbishop 
of Canterbury; for Ian, James and Laura our Bishops, and for all the clergy 
and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let 
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For this City of Stamford, for every city and community, and for those who 
live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to 
conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and 
the suffering, (N.N.)  let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for 
prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us 
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy..

For (N.N), all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the 
faithful departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let 
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 
reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.



Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy 
grace.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Lady and Mother of 
Hope; of Blessed Andrew the Apostle and of all the Saints, let us commend 
ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To Thee, O Lord our God.

Confession & Absolution
Priest    Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love 
and charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following 
the commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways; 
Draw near with faith and make your humble confession to Almighty God, 
devoutly kneeling.

The People kneel and say the following Confession together with the Priest.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, 
judge of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 

wickedness, which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
By thought, word, and deed, Against thy divine Majesty, Provoking most 
justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, And 
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; The remembrance of them is 
grievous unto us; The burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon 
us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever 
hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honor and glory of 
thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest makes the Sign of the Cross and says,
   Priest          Almighty God our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy 
hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto him; Have mercy upon you; ✠ pardon and deliver 
you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The People stand
	 Priest	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And with thy spirit.
	 Priest	 Let us pray.



Offertory Deus tu convértens	

Hymn 59	 MertonHark! a thrilling voice is sounding:
“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say;

Cast away the works of darkness,
O ye children of the day.”

2  Wakened by the solemn warning,
From earth’s bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.

3  Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heaven;
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
One and all to be forgiven.

4  So when next he comes with glory,
And the world is wrapped in fear,
May he with his mercy shield us,
And with words of love draw near.

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing
To the Father and the Son,
With the everlasting Spirit
While unending ages run.
              — Latin, 6th cent.



As the Priest prepares the Altar for the Holy Sacrifice, the Ushers receive the Offering. 
When all is prepared, the Priest turns toward the People saying

Orate fratres et sorores	
	 Priest	 Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours 		
		  may be acceptable to God the Father Almighty.
	 People	 The Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the 
		  praise and glory of his Name; both to our benefit and 
		  that of all his holy Church.
Secret

Accept, we beseech thee, O Lord, the prayers and oblations of thy 
humble servants: that we, who can do nothing of ourselves to help 

ourselves, may be ever defended by thy gracious aid. Through Jesus Christ, 
thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

Sursum corda
	 Priest	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And with thy spirit.
	 Priest	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People	 We lift them up unto the Lord.
	 Priest	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
	 People	 It is meet and right so to do. 

Preface of Advent

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, 
and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, 

everlasting God. Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us 
from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore 
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

The Bells are rung at the beginning of the Sanctus.
Sanctus & Benedictus	



The People kneel.

The Canon of the Mass

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that 
thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to 
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, 

by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

The Bells are rung once.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, 
eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

The Bells are thrice rung.
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood 
of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, 
for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 
in remembrance of me.”

The Bells are thrice rung.
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of 
thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do 
celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us 



to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, 
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most 
hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, 
of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word 
and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that 
we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy 
institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of 
his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant 
that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in 
his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls 
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly 
beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy 
Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace ✠ and heavenly benediction, 
and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

Remember, Lord, also the souls of thy servants and handmaidens, who 
have gone before us with the sign of faith, and are at rest in the sleep of 
peace. To these, O Lord, and to all who rest in Christ, we beseech thee to 
grant a place of refreshment, of light, and of peace. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto 
thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and 
service,  not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost 
all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
         Priest          Let us pray. And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us 
	                    we are bold to say



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Priest says the following prayer.

Deliver us, we beseech thee, O Lord, from all evils, past, present, and 
to come; and at the intercession of the blessed and glorious ever-Virgin 

Mary, Mother of God, with that of thy blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and 
of Andrew and all thy saints, favorably grant peace in our time, that by 
the help of thy mercy, we may ever be kept free from sin, and safe from all 
disquietude; Through the same Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, (here the host 
is broken) who with thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth 
God, world without end. Amen.

The Pax
	 Priest	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
	 People	 And with thy spirit.

Agnus Dei	 Merbecke

The Priest continues with the Prayer for Peace.

O Lord Jesus Christ, who saidst unto thine Apostles, Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you; Regard not our sins, but the faith of 

thy Church; and grant to it that peace and unity which is according to thy 



will, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end. Amen.

Prayer of Humble Access
Preparing to receive the Holy Sacrament, the Priest and People pray together,

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 

mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy 
Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy: 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by 
his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that 
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

	 Priest	 Behold the Lamb of God, behold him that taketh 		
		  away the sins of the world. 
	 People	 Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come 		
		  under my roof; but speak the word only and my 		
		  soul shall be healed. This is said three times.

All are welcome to come forward at Holy Communion. After the Priest and Servers have 
received, the People proceed through the Choir to kneel (or stand) before the High Altar at 
the communion rail. Baptized Christians may receive the Blessed Sacrament. The Sacred 
Host will be placed upon your tongue or the palm of your outstretched hand. When the 
Precious Blood is administered, a small sip is received from the Chalice. If you are not 
receiving Holy Communion, please cross your arms so that Priest will know to offer a 
Blessing. If you are not receiving from the Chalice, please cross your arms as the minister 
approaches. Intinction (dipping the Host into the Chalice) is not practiced in this parish. 
The Body and Blood of Christ is received entirely in either or both consecrated species. 
Should you be unable to manage the Choir steps, Holy Communion can be administered 
at your pew. Ushers will be happy to assist you.

Communion Ierúsalem, surge	



Hymn 67	 Psalm 42

Postcommunion Collect
	 Priest	 The Lord be with you.
	 People	 And with thy spirit.
	 Priest	 Let us pray.

O Lord, who hast vouchsafed to satisfy us with heavenly sustenance: 
we humbly beseech thee; that by participation in this mystery, thou 

wouldest teach us to despise earthly things, and to love such things as are 
heavenly. Through Jesus Christ thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen.

Comfort, comfort ye my people,
Speak ye peace, thus saith our God;

Comfort those who sit in darkness
Mourning ‘neath their sorrow’s load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover,
And her warfare now is over.

2 Hark, the voice of one that crieth
In the desert far and near,
Calling us to new repentance
Since the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet him
And the hills bow down to greet him.

3 Make ye straight what long was crooked,
Make the rougher places plain;
Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits his holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
Now o’er earth is shed abroad;
And all flesh shall see the token
That the word is never broken.
           — Johann G. Olearius (1611-84)



The Dismissal
		  = The Lord be with you.
		  + And with thy spirit.	
		  = The Mass is ended; go in peace.		
		  + Thanks be to God.
The Blessing

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, ✠ the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The People stand
The Last Gospel	
		  = The Lord be with you.
		  + And with thy spirit.
		  = ✠ The Beginning of the Holy Gospel 
		            according to John.
		  + Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 

made by him : and without him was not any thing made that was made : 
in him was life, and the life was the light of men : and the light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John. the same came for a witness, to bear witness of 
the light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that light, but 
was sent to bear witness of that light. That was the true light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his Name 
: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God.  Here kneel. And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, Here rise. (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
Only-begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

	 People	 Thanks be to God.



Hymn 470	 Beecher

Holy Unction & Prayers for Healing are offered after Mass
 at the Shrine of Our Lady, Mother of Hope.

All are welcome to the Parish Luncheon in the Parish Hall.

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;

There’s a kindness in his justice,
Which is more than liberty.
There is welcome for the sinner,
And more graces for the good;
There is mercy with the Savior;
There is healing in his blood.

2 There is no place where earth’s sorrows
Are more felt than up in heaven;
There is no place where earth’s failings
Have such kindly judgment given.
There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.

3 For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful,
We should take him at his word;
And our life would be thanksgiving
For the goodness of the Lord.
—Frederick William Faber (1814-63)


